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SUPERKARTS! USA CONFIRMS REVISED AGE MINIMUM TRIAL FOR UPCOMING 2019
SKUSA WINTER SERIES
Organization lowers age limit for Junior and Senior IAME categories
TEMECULA, CA (December 18, 2018) – Superkarts! USA (SKUSA) today announced a new
initiative meant at exploring the possibility of implementing permanent changes to its age
requirements for the upcoming SKUSA Pro Tour. The move comes as an effort to accommodate
the influx of international drivers, which have become a staple at national events throughout the
country. Beginning with the SKUSA Winter Series in Florida, the racing age minimums for Junior
and Senior single speed IAME classes will be as follows:
X30 Junior and KA100 Junior: 11 Years of Age
X30 Senior and KA100 Senior: 14 Years of Age
“This move is one we want to be very mindful about,” explained SKUSA Director of Competition
Joe Janowski. “Our ‘North Star’ at SKUSA has always been safety. It is our guiding principle. We
are using the SKUSA Winter Series as a test-bed to consider the change for the upcoming 2019
SKUSA Pro Tour.”
The process for drivers wishing to move up at the first SKUSA Winter Series race will be at the
discretion of the competitor, with the following important caveats:
•
•

SKUSA may overrule the move if the competitor is deemed to be a safety risk to
themselves or fellow competitors.
Drivers may elect to revert to the previous race class if they choose, however
championship points accrued in the higher class will be forfeited, and they will be expected
to finish the championship in the lower division.

“We receive a lot of criticism — some of it justifiable,” explained SKUSA principal Tom Kutscher.
“This is the case where financial incentive means little when contrasted against safety. We’re well
aware many international sanctioning bodies follow this model, but our aversion has always been
one of safety. There is an alarming push to have drivers move up well before many are physically
or emotionally ready. It’s something we’re going to consider very carefully.”
For the 2019 SKUSA Pro Tour, Superkarts! USA reserves the right to implement a waiver process
based on meritocracy. However, for the trial program at the SKUSA Winter Series, the organization

is allowing the decision to be that of the families.
“Eventually, I could see the process being one where only drivers with recognizable achievements
being granted the exemptions,” elaborated Janowski. “Any driver who has proven themselves to be
ready certainly deserves the opportunity. Winning marquee karting events or championships
certainly takes the subjective nature out of the equation. And it lessens the probability of mom or
dad moving their child up prematurely.
The four-race SKUSA Winter Series championship kicks off the second weekend in January 11-13,
2019 at AMR Homestead-Miami Motorplex presented by MG Tires. More information, including
online entry, is available by visiting the SKUSA Winter Series page. For more information on
anything related to Superkarts! USA, please visit the website – www.superkartsusa.com and be
sure to follow the Superkarts! USA Facebook page, Twitter and Instagram accounts.
###
About Superkarts! USA:
Established in 1995, Superkarts! USA is dedicated to shifterkart and TaG racing, and is the leader
in the field, promoting four regional racing series. Racing programs are currently running in
California, Canada, Florida, Hawaii, Indiana, Louisiana, Nevada, Oregon, Texas and Washington,
in cooperation and support from official tire supplier MG Tires and the Evinco line of race tires. In
2018, the organization promoted the ninth edition of the SKUSA Pro Tour, which features the
WinterNationals, SpringNationals and SummerNationals. All of it leads up to the 22nd running of
the annual SKUSA SuperNationals – the biggest kart race in the world – held every November in
Las Vegas, NV. For more information on SKUSA, please visit www.superkartsusa.com.

