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D‘rr on top form: fastest time in DTM practice at the 
Norisring 
 

•! McLaren driver makes impressive start to fourth race weekend in the DTM 
•! Mercedes-AMG duo of Auer and Gounon follow in second and third place 
•! Close affair: just half a second separates top 15 

 
Nuremberg. Ben D‘rr (Butzbach/D‘rr Motorsport) was the fastest driver between the walls 
and barriers in his McLaren 720S GT3 Evo on Friday. The 21-year-old stopped the clock at 
48.793 seconds to set the best time of free practice at the Norisring. "I felt really good in the 
car. Compared to the past two years at the Norisring, we have made great progress. The layout 
and asphalt, with its many bumps, do not necessarily suit the McLaren. However, I am 
obviously still hoping for good results. A podium would be cool, although it will be difficult," said 
D‘rr.  
 
Second place went to Lucas Auer (A/Mercedes-AMG Team Landgraf), who took 0.151 seconds 
longer for his fastest lap of the iconic track, which, at 2.162 kilometres, is the shortest on the 
calendar. Jules Gounon (F/Mercedes-AMG Team Mann-Filter) was third, just 0.024 seconds 
behind his fellow Mercedes-AMG driver. Nicki Thiim (DK/Comtoyou Racing) was fourth fastest 
in the Aston Martin Vantage GT3, while the best-placed Ferrari driver was Thierry Vermeulen 
(NL/Emil Frey Racing) in fifth. Only the top five dipped below 49 seconds on their fastest laps. 
 
The field used Free Practice 1 on Friday morning to adapt the set-up of the cars to 
temperatures of around 20 degrees Celsius on the narrow and bumpy street circuit in 
Nuremberg. The morning's fastest time came courtesy of Maro Engel (Monaco/Mercedes-
AMG Team Ravenol) with 49.202 seconds. "It is always great fun to drive at the Norisring. The 
circuit is really cool, and it is all the better when you are out in front in practice. I have been 
racing in the DTM for so long, but I am still yet to record a win at the Norisring," revealed the 
experienced Monaco resident. 
 
The drivers put pedal to the metal from the word go in Free Practice 2 in the afternoon. 12 
minutes into the session, Gounon was the first driver to crack the 49-second barrier, putting 
him top of the timing sheet. Auer then took the lead on his 32nd lap, before D‘rr moved into 
top spot shortly thereafter. One lap later, he improved his own time with the fastest lap of the 
day. 
 
The two qualifying sessions for races seven and eight of the season will be held in two groups 
at the Norisring. The results of the two practice sessions form the basis for these groups: the 
drivers in the odd positions start at 09:35 on Saturday. Those in the even positions follow at 



Media Information 
! !

!

10:00. The order then changes on Sunday: the group that started second on Saturday open 
qualifying this time. Fans can follow qualifying in a live stream on ran.de. ProSieben is showing 
all 16 of this season's races live on free-to-air TV, with coverage starting at 13:00 on Saturday 
and Sunday. The two races can be seen in a free stream on Joyn, ServusTV On and the 
YouTube channel @DTM.!
 
Qualifying group 1 
Ben D‘rr (D/D‘rr Motorsport) 
Jules Gounon (F/Mercedes-AMG Team Mann-Filter) 
Thierry Vermeulen (NL/Emil Frey Racing) 
Maro Engel (D/Mercedes-AMG Team Ravenol) 
Matteo Cairoli (I/Emil Frey Racing) 
Marco Mapelli (I/Red Bull Team Abt) 
Luca Engstler (D/Red Bull Team Abt) 
Nicolas Baert (B/Comtoyou Racing) 
Finn Wiebelhaus (D/HRT Ford Racing) 
Ricardo Feller (CH/Manthey) 
Marco Wittmann (D/Schubert Motorsport)!
 
Qualifying group 2!
Lucas Auer (A/Mercedes-AMG Team Landgraf) 
Nicki Thiim (DK/Comtoyou Racing) 
Mirko Bortolotti (I/TGI Team by GRT) 
Maximilian Paul (D/TGI Team by GRT) 
Tom Kalender (D/Mercedes-AMG Team Landgraf) 
Arjun Maini (IND/HRT Ford Racing) 
Timo Glock (D/D‘rr Motorsport) 
Kelvin van der Linde (ZA/Schubert Motorsport) 
Thomas Preining (A/Manthey) 
Bastian Buus (DK/Land-Motorsport) 
 
All results from the Norisring can be found at dtm.com/en/results.!
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DTM Round 4 Norisring

Free Practice Combined
03 July 2026 16:00DTM

Result List Combined
Provisional

Stewards / Race Management Weather Start/Finish Track Information
STEWARD Achim Loth AIR N/A°C GREEN FLAG 00:00:00
STEWARD Uwe Heid TRACK N/A°C CHEQUERED FLAG 00:00:00
STEWARD Sandra Schlag CONDITIONS Dry SAFETY CAR PHASE 0
RACE DIRECTOR Sven Stoppe PRESSURE 1009 hPa FULL COURSE YELLOW PHASE 0
CLERK OF THE COURSE Andreas Schwarz AIR N/A°C TRACK NAME Norisring
TECHNICAL DELEGATE Wolfgang Dammert TRACK N/A°C TRACK LENGTH 2162m
CHIEF TIMEKEEPER Steffen Ruhl CONDITIONS Dry TURN COUNT 5

PRESSURE 1009 hPa
FASTEST LAP: #25. DRR - 48.793

STARTED: 21 CLASSIFIED: 21 NOT CLASSIFIED: 0 DISQUALIFIED: 0
Nr. Drivers Man. Nation Team Best Time Time Gap

Car Competitor Round 1 Round 2
1 25 Ben Dörr(GER) Doerr Motorsport 48.793 49.305 48.793

McLaren  720S  GT3  Evo Dörr  Motorsport Lap:  21 Lap: 36
2 22 Lucas Auer(AUT) Mercedes-­AMG Team Landgraf 48.944 49.350 48.944 0.151

Mercedes-­AMG  GT3  EVO Landgraf  Motorsport Lap:  12 Lap: 32
3 48 Jules Gounon(FRA) Mercedes-­AMG Team MANN-­FILTER 48.968 49.389 48.968 0.175

Mercedes-­AMG  GT3  EVO Winward  Racing Lap:  49 Lap: 10
4 7 Nicki Thiim(DEN) Comtoyou Racing 48.974 49.305 48.974 0.181

Aston  Martin  Vantage  AMR  GT3  EVO Comtoyou  Racing Lap:  41 Lap: 32
5 69 Thierry Vermeulen(NED) EMIL FREY RACING 48.984 49.621 48.984 0.191

Ferrari  296  GT3  EVO EMIL  FREY  RACING Lap:  41 Lap: 27
6 63 Mirko Bortolotti(ITA) TGI Team by GRT 49.045 49.330 49.045 0.252

Lamborghini  Temerario  GT3 GRT  Grasser-­Racing-­Team Lap:  48 Lap: 36
7 80 Maro Engel(GER) Mercedes-­AMG Team RAVENOL 49.056 49.202 49.056 0.263

Mercedes-­AMG  GT3  EVO Winward  Racing Lap:  52 Lap: 11
8 19 Maximilian Paul(GER) TGI Team by GRT 49.088 49.225 49.088 0.295

Lamborghini  Temerario  GT3 GRT  Grasser-­Racing-­Team Lap:  45 Lap: 35
9 14 Matteo Cairoli(ITA) EMIL FREY RACING 49.092 49.704 49.092 0.299

Ferrari  296  GT3  EVO EMIL  FREY  RACING Lap:  10 Lap: 24
10 84 Tom Kalender(GER) Mercedes-­AMG Team Landgraf 49.093 49.598 49.093 0.300

Mercedes-­AMG  GT3  EVO Landgraf  Motorsport Lap:  46 Lap: 34
11 10 Marco Mapelli(ITA) Red Bull Team ABT 49.102 49.580 49.102 0.309

Lamborghini  Temerario  GT3 ABT  Sportsline Lap:  47 Lap: 31
12 36 Arjun Maini(IND) HRT Ford Racing 49.106 49.427 49.106 0.313

Ford  Mustang  GT3 HRT  Ford  Racing Lap:  42 Lap: 38
13 130 Luca Engstler(GER) Red Bull Team ABT 49.116 49.583 49.116 0.323

Lamborghini  Temerario  GT3 ABT  Sportsline Lap:  40 Lap: 29
14 16 Timo Glock(GER) Doerr Motorsport 49.167 49.625 49.167 0.374

McLaren  720S  GT3  Evo Dörr  Motorsport Lap:  13 Lap: 19
15 8 Nicolas Baert(BEL) Comtoyou Racing 49.234 49.903 49.234 0.441

Aston  Martin  Vantage  AMR  GT3  EVO Comtoyou  Racing Lap:  44 Lap: 35
16 3 Kelvin van der Linde(RSA) Schubert Motorsport 49.247 49.901 49.247 0.454

BMW  M4  GT3  Evo Schubert  Motorsport Lap:  47 Lap: 12
17 64 Finn Wiebelhaus(GER) HRT Ford Racing 49.260 49.571 49.260 0.467

Ford  Mustang  GT3 HRT  Ford  Racing Lap:  50 Lap: 34
18 91 Thomas Preining(AUT) Manthey 49.304 49.798 49.304 0.511

Porsche  911  GT3  R  (992) Manthey Lap:  35 Lap: 36
19 90 Ricardo Feller(SUI) Manthey 49.393 49.847 49.393 0.600

Porsche  911  GT3  R  (992) Manthey Lap:  26 Lap: 33
20 29 Bastian Buus(DEN) Land Motorsport 49.438 49.843 49.438 0.645

Porsche  911  GT3  R  (992) Land  Motorsport Lap:  35 Lap: 26
21 11 Marco Wittmann(GER) Schubert Motorsport 49.674 49.934 49.674 0.881

BMW  M4  GT3  Evo Schubert  Motorsport Lap:  43 Lap: 19
Subject to final scrutineering!

Publication time: Clerk of the Course: Andreas Schwarz Timekeeper: Steffen Ruhl


